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Urban Forestry: Trees in the Right of Way  

Planting, Pruning and Removal Information 

Trees and vegetation along roadsides and on public and private property collectively provide an urban forest 
which provides many important functions in a city.  Plantings provide wildlife habitat, neighborhood 
beautification and help new development feel established. Privacy, sound and wind barriers, and stormwater 
absorption are some of the other very important and often underappreciated features trees provide. City 
policies, rules, regulations, and adopted plans discourage removal of trees and encourages planting of trees in 
the right of way. When planting new trees, it is critical, that the right tree is planted in the right place.  Tree 
removal is generally discouraged.  Planting, pruning, and removal of trees requires obtaining a permit to help 
this objective be met. In addition to this packet, more information may be found in PTMC 12.04.075(D), and 
the Engineering Design Standards. 

Trees in the right of way (both in landscaped or native vegetated areas) are generally considered “Private 
Trees” and are the responsibility of the adjacent property owner; there are also “Public Trees” planted by the 
City, such as those in grates along Water St., which the City maintains. Additionally, there are green belts that 
span right of way and private property in which the City may provide periodic maintenance along road sides.  
The following information is intended to provide information on the requirements for planting, pruning or 
removal of trees in the right of way by the adjoining property owners.  Section 12.04.075 (D) of PTMC applies. 

City rules and regulations assign the responsibility of tree management in the right of way to the Public Works 
Department who partners with other City Departments in addressing requests to plant, prune, and/or remove 
trees in the right of way. Citizens submit a no-fee permit which is reviewed by the City to ensure proposed 
tree removal or pruning is beneficial for the neighborhood and City; or that new planting or replanting 
requests, place the right trees in the right place (ex. tall growing trees should not planted under power lines, 
bushy trees should not block the line of sight for traffic, and trees with water seeking roots should not be 
planted above water or sewer lines). 

The Public Works Dept. will review the request to determine the appropriateness of pruning or removal 
taking into account the following criteria:  

A. Whether the tree is dead, diseased, dying or dangerous. A certified arborist report is required if the 
tree to be removed is not dead; if the tree is dying to the point of becoming a hazard as determined 
solely by the Public Works Department, the arborist report may be waived. 

B. If the tree was a volunteer (grew on its own, was not planted), was planted by an abutting owner, or 
was planted under a city program. If the tree is a Landmark Tree. 

C. Whether the tree is of a type not suitable for the location (ex. fir tree growing under power lines). 
D. If the tree’s location is not suitable (ex. on a corner blocking drivers’ line of sight). 
E. Impact on surrounding properties and public spaces. 
F. Whether removal improves the environment (ex. thinning of trees, to benefit the remaining) 

 
City staff will generally preform a site visit and review all applications with the goal of tree preservation. If tree 
removal for disease is requested, the submitted arborists report will be reviewed by the City Arborist and staff 
and the tree will be evaluated with one of the following determinations: 

1. The tree is healthy enough to leave. 
2. If the tree can be pruned to save the tree. 
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3. If removal is necessary because it is not the right tree in the right location, the tree is an imminent 
hazard, or the tree health warrants removal.  

Conditions that do NOT warrant pruning or removal include tree is perceived as too large or tall, or obstructs 
views, or is perceived as making too much shade. In some areas, limited pruning or removal may occur if 
overall canopy and coverage of trees is not substantially affected. 

If an application to remove a tree is approved, conditions may be required including that removal be done by a 
licensed contractor, removal includes stumps and roots and treating the remaining roots to prevent regrowth, 
or other site-specific protections/requirements. A removal agreement and liability insurance may be required 
insuring the City from claims arising or relating to removal. Replanting is required if the tree was not dead, 
diseased, dying or dangerous; in limited circumstances if there is no suitable location on site, the City may 
allow the replacement tree to be planted at a site designated by the City.  
 

When applying to plant or replant a tree, it is crucial to plant the right tree in the right place to ensure long 

term success. Please take into account the following standards from PTMC 12.04.075(D): 

a. Trees should not be planted in a manner that creates a safety issue or problems with sight for vehicles.  
b. Trees should not cause problems with utilities. Consider, in addition to power lines, underground utilities. 

Trees should be planted at least 5 ft. from underground utility lines, 10 ft. from power poles, 20 ft. from 
street lights or other trees, and 30 ft. from a corner curb. Trees planted under power lines should not 
exceed 20 feet. Keep trees with water-seeking roots away from water and sewer pipes.  

c. Trees should not cause substantial interference with views.  

d. Trees should be planted with due regard to the size and shape of tree, and the topography location and 

surroundings, and the need for spacing between trees. Keep in mind the species and its size at maturity. 

Think about the tree form or shape, Small multi-stemmed trees work better in yards than near 

sidewalks/roads due to the need for regular pruning. Upright trees work better near sidewalks/roads. 

e. No trees or other vegetation shall be allowed to overhang or prevent the free use of the sidewalk or 
roadway, or street maintenance activity, except that trees may extend over the sidewalk when kept 
trimmed to a height of eight feet above the sidewalk, and 14 feet above a roadway.  

 
When choosing a tree species, also consider maintenance requirements and growing conditions at the 
location you choose.  The City maintains a suitable tree list trees must be selected from the list. The list is 
attached and may be found at: https://cityofpt.us/development-services/page/trees-landscaping. 

 

Other Considerations  
Watering- All young trees need to be watered during the summer until they are established (3-5 years). 
Evergreen v. deciduous- there are many benefits to evergreens, both aesthetically and environmentally. 
Evergreens keep their foliage all year which helps slow and trap stormwater runoff better than bare 
deciduous, which keeps waterways clean. Deciduous trees often require additional maintenance to keep 
leaves off sidewalks, roadways, and out of storm drains.  
Soil- To test the infiltration rate of your soil, dig a 1 foot deep hole and fill it with water. If it is still wet after an 

hour or two, it is best to consider a tree that can stay wet during winter months. 

Non-invasive species- Stay away from plants with invasive tendencies. 

Planting Details – Use planting details to guide proper installation. 

Survivability - Tree permits require the applicant to ensure survivability for a minimum of a 3-year period 

through proper maintenance, irrigation, and protection.   

https://cityofpt.us/development-services/page/trees-landscaping
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 Urban Forestry: Trees in the Right of Way  

Planting, Pruning and Removal Application 
 

Project Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Parcel #(s): Addition: 

Cross-streets: Block:                 Lot(s):                             Zoning: 

Is site located on a slope or within 200 ft of wetland or shoreline?? If yes describe and show on site plan:  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Applicant: 

Address: 

Phone:  Email: 

If agent, list adjacent property owner: 

All applications must include map/aerial photo that can be found at: cityofpt.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html 

Contractor Business Name: 

Mailing Address: 

Phone: Email: 

State License: Exp.: City License: Exp.: 
 

Request for new tree planting 

□ Review important considerations in Urban Forestry: Trees in the Right of Way handout. 
Tree species: __________________________________              _______ estimated height at maturity 
(if more than one tree is requested, please show all trees, species and estimated height on your site plan) 
□ Include two (2) copies of a site plan showing: 
     □ Overhead Power     □ Underground Power     □ Water    □ Sewer     □ Other utilities: ___________          
     □ Stormwater management features     □ Other trees  □ Sidewalks     □ Roads     □ Property Lines      
     □ Trails     □ Other relevant features 

Describe your Watering and maintenance plan: (tree must be watered for first 3-5 years; maintenance 
continues for life of tree. Consider characteristics such as deciduous tree leaf management or species 
tendency to drop limbs) attach additional page as necessary: _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MIP-TREE #: 

https://cityofpt.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html
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Tree Removal and/or Pruning 

□ Review important considerations in: Urban Forestry: Trees in the Right of Way handout. 

□ The tree is dead, diseased, dying or dangerous.  A report from a certified arborist is required if the tree 
is not dead; or dying and is a hazard as determined by the Public Works Department.  

□ Include photograph marked to show requested pruning.   

□ The tree is not suitable for location. Describe: ____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ Tree removal benefits environment. Describe: ____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Was the tree:  □Planted under City program     □Planted by property owner      □Volunteer      □Unknown 

How will removal/ pruning benefit surrounding properties?: ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Other relevant information: ____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Replanting requirements are below (you may submit your replanting plan at the time of application 
following the standard details shown in this packet or found in the Engineering Design Standards).  

o If the tree removed was dead, diseased, dying or dangerous; no replacement is required.  
o If the tree is not dangerous or diseased to the point of requiring removal; two trees 3” diameter at 

12” above natural ground level are to be planted for each tree removed.  
o Property owner responsible for ensuring survival of new trees. 
 

After your application is submitted it will be reviewed by staff including the City arborist, they will review 
any submitted reports and conduct a site visit to evaluate the tree(s) as necessary.  

o If your application is approved and no replanting is required, you will be issued a permit with 
conditions on removal or pruning. A final inspection will be performed. 

o If your application is approved and replanting is required, you must submit a replanting plan using 
the standard details in this packet (from Port Townsend Engineering Design Standards manual). 
Your replanting plan will be reviewed and must be approved before a permit will be issued. A final 
inspection will be performed. 

o If your application is denied, you will be notified.  
 

If you have questions, please contact the Planning & Community Development at (360)379-5095. 
 

I hereby certify that the information provided is correct, that I am either the owner or authorized to act 
on behalf of the owner and that all activities associated with this permit will be in accordance with State 
Laws and the Port Townsend Municipal Code. 

 

                             Signature Date 



 

    

 



  

Application Page 2  of 2 
 

 


